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Marrakech’s Winter Wonderland Gala and Auction a 
Huge Success
Marrakech held its 17th annual gala and auction event on 
Saturday, November 11, 2017 at the Oakdale Theater in 
Wallingford. This was the most successful gala to date with 
over 300 guests helping us to exceed our fundraising goals. This 
success would not have been possible without the dedication 
and hard work of this year’s honorary chairs, Susan and Jamie 
Gardner as well as the Gala Working Committee and volunteers.

Susan and Jamie Gardner of the Branford Group, are parents of a 
young man with autism and were the evening’s keynote speakers. 
They told the story of how their son, Mark, came to be supported 
by Marrakech, Inc. “Four years ago my husband and I made 
an appointment with Marrakech to talk about our dreams and 
hopes for Mark’s future. Would it be possible for our son Mark, 
who has limited language, very rigid behaviors and needs, who 
needs 24 supervised care, to live an independent life in his own 
home with other young adults? Could we actually believe that it 
was a possibility in Mark’s future?” After many meetings and two 
years of careful preparation, Mark was able to move in to a house 
in Orange with two other young men. The Gardners went on to 
say that, “Of course this house would not be a home without the 
care and supervision of the Marrakech staff, who on a daily basis 
not only take care of all our boys’ physical and mental needs, but 
also show them kindness, love, care, friendship and a sense of 
security... Happy, safe fulfilling lives. What else can any family 
hope, dream, and want for their children. Forever we will be 
grateful.”

Leading the audience through this year’s program as Master 
of Ceremonies was Frank Sesno, Director of Media and Public 
Affairs at George Washington University and brother to Lora, 
a woman supported by Marrakech for over 30 years. We would 
also like to thank our Title Sponsors, The Branford Group and 
L.H. Brenner, Inc./Thompson and Peck, Inc. as well as all of our 
other event sponsors for their support.

Gala Volunteers (left to right) Stephen and Pamela Lane(left to right) Irwin and Louise Epstein

(left to right) Susan Gardner, James Gardner and Heather I. LaTorra
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Marrakech Nominated for WFSB Community  
Voices Program

Marrakech Participates in Unitas Golf Tournament  
for 2nd Year

Employees Rally to Save  
Nonprofit Services

Heather at WFSB filming 30-second spot for 
Community Voices award

Marrakech was nominated and chosen as one of WFSB Channel 3 Eyewitness News 
Community Voices, sponsored by Access Health CT, for going above and beyond to build 
a healthier Connecticut. As an awardee, Marrakech President & CEO, Heather LaTorra 
filmed a free 30-second spot that promoted Marrakech’s mission, which ran on Channel 
3 throughout the month of September. We are grateful to the person who nominated 
Marrakech and to Access Health CT and WFSB Channel 3 for providing this opportunity 
for us to showcase Marrakech’s good work throughout the community.

For over forty years, the UNITAS Club 
has been one of the area’s leading civic 
organizations. Through the volunteer 
efforts of their membership, UNITAS Club’s 
charitable contributions have touched the lives 
of hundreds of people by contributing both 
money and manpower in the support of the 
local community. For the second year in a row, 
Marrakech, Inc. has benefited from UNITAS’ 
efforts by being the primary beneficiary of the 
annual Unitas Memorial Golf Tournament. 
This year’s tournament was held on July 17, 
2017 at the Wallingford Country Club. Thank 
you to Unitas for your continued support of 
Marrakech!

Marrakech was well-represented at the Rally to Save Nonprofit Services at the Capitol on September 7, 2017! Organized by The Alliance, the Voice 
of Community Nonprofits, our employees, people we support, family members and others were there to tell their legislators to pass a state budget 
that protects funding for the most vulnerable people in Connecticut. Their efforts and the efforts of many others helped get a budget passed that 
did not eliminate the essential services that so many people count on every day.

(left to right) Joanna Karcz, Lauren Pace  
and Elise Quaranta

Marrakech Employees (left to right) Vintia Mullen and Shanna Smith

Protect Community Services #ForAllofUs
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East Street Arts, 
Now in Stores!

East Street Arts, a social enterprise of 
Marrakech, Inc. has expanded their 

retail and is now selling wholesale to 
Connecticut businesses. Mellow Monkey 
in Stratford and New Morning Market 
in Woodbury now carrY the handmade 
items produced and/or designed by the 
East Street Arts artisans. 

East Street Arts was an idea that came 
directly from the individuals Marrakech 
supports. They wanted something 
different than what the traditional 
employment programs were offering. 
They wanted to do the thing they loved 
- art - and earn money for doing it. Your 
purchases will help our artists directly earn 
income and help Marrakech continue 
to provide more art-based employment 
opportunities.

www.eaststreetartsnh.org
www.facebook.com/EastStreetArtsNH

eaststreetartsnh

Lenny & Joe’s Magical Charity 
Carousel
Once again, Lenny and Joe’s Fish Tale in Madison, Connecticut hosted Marrakech, Inc. as the 
nonprofit of the day on Wednesday, August 16, 2017. Throughout the day, the proceeds from 
every ride taken on their carousel benefited Marrakech and the people we support. It was a 
perfect day to enjoy their amazing food and take a ride on the Magical Charity Carousel! Thank 
you to Louise and Irwin Epstein for arranging this for us each year.

Marrakech Hosts 5th Annual 
Health Fair
Marrakech’s Health and Wellness Committee 
HELD its 5th Annual Health and Wellness Fair 
at Amity High School on Saturday October 7, 
2017. Thank you to our title sponsor, Hancock 
Pharmacy as well as our silver sponsors including 
Mallory Grimste, LCSW, Teen Therapist, 
Dr. Jennifer Botwick, N.D. from New Haven 
Naturopathic Center, and Planet Fitness. Also 
on hand to help, students from Quinnipiac 
University, who volunteered at the Fair for their 
Helping Hands Day.

(back left to right) Jill Cretella and Heather LaTorra
(front left to right) Rick Way and Candy Way

Silver Sponsor Dr. Jennifer Botwick, N.D.  
with her son Jacob

Silver Sponsor Mallory Grimste, 
LCSW, Teen Therapist

Students from Quinnipiac UniversitySilver Sponsor Planet Fitness

Title Sponsor Hancock Pharmacy

Kara Candelori with her son
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Camp Harkness
On Friday ,August 25th, approximately 50 people headed up to 
Waterford, CT for a weekend of fun in the sun at Camp Harkness. 
Thanks to the generosity of Hancock Pharmacy, there was pizza and 
s’mores around a camp fire to start the weekend off. 

Saturday began with a big breakfast, then an afternoon of t-shirt 
making and outdoor games. After an evening barbecue, there 
was desert donated by a good Samaritan standing in a check out 
line who offered to pay for the cakes.  All of this, combined with 
our amazing staff that volunteered their weekend to come work 
hard, cooking and cleaning, made for another memorable Camp 
Harkness retreat.

Congratulations Barry!
October 5th, Barry Deconcini 
was honored by the 
Department of Developmental 
Services at their Recognition 
Ceremony for 25 years of 
employment. Congratulations 
Barry on all your hard work 
and dedication!

Staff Recognition
On Friday, July 16th,  staff members that received perfect attendance or staff recognition for the 
previous quarter enjoyed our annual BBQ at Lunar Drive. Each quarter, staff are recognized 
for achieveing perfect attendance or for going above and beyond their job duties. The staff 
nominations are submitted to the recognition committee by funding sources, guardians, vendors 
and coworkers for performing extraordinary tasks with alacrity.  

The following staff were recently recognized for going above and beyond their required job duties: 

Cordaye Adeyemi, Aldith Aquino-Smith, Jorge Arboleda, Nadine Arrington, Louis Barjon, 
Rebecca Batista, Vivian Benton, Verna Brice, Anthony Burroughs, Kathy Coppage, Ashley 
Daniels, Chris Elder, Angelina Gonzalez, Brian Green, Evens Guerrier, Lisa Jardin, Chantel 
Johnson, O’Brien Johnson, Britney Jones, Charles Jordon, Tremaine Kassim, Jenna Killeen, 
Lilya Mackay, Desiree Malave, Lisa Marschall, Ronnie Mckay, George Mention, Shelona Mercer, 
Marlennys Natera, Lorena Nunez, Cherega Pearson, Theodosia Provite, Vikaash Ramnath, 
Cynthia Samokar, Chandra Shell, Judy Slaughter, Elizabeth Wallace-Hunt, Davon Willoughby, 
Bob Wilson and Nikeysha Wright.

Rosa Carmichael

Leon Parsons with his two children

(left to right) Christian Parotta, Fred Vogt,  
Tremaine Kassim, Vikaash Ramnath and PJ Murray

Barry Deconcini

Diane Corley (left to right) Brenda Sweeney, Colleen Skinnon  
and Alex Shelton

(left to right) Victoria Gribko, Latoya Brown  
and PJ Murray
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Lake Quassy 
Water Park
For the third year in a row, Marrakech spent an evening at Quassy 
Amusement Park. Two hundred and forty friends, family, and people 
served by Marrakech attended the “Wings and Things” event, which 
included a dinner buffet with limitless rides and free parking. Staff at 
Quassy were seen being helpful and accommodating so that everyone 
could enjoy the rides. Eating, laughing and enjoying rides with the 
people you work with every week is becoming a tradition we hope to 
continue!

Annual Thanksgiving Feast
Every year our employees and volunteers go above and beyond to bring Thanksgiving to many of our individuals we support. We are very 
thankful to have such amazing people be a part of the Marrakech family! Special thanks to Patrick Shaw, who coordinates this event each year.

Shop for everyone on your gift list this holiday season at  
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7148533  
and Amazon donates to Marrakech, Inc. 

It’s just that easy!

Marrakech Employees and Volunteers

(left to right) Albert and Laurencet
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Set up a recurring gift today and become a member of Marrakech’s Founders’ Society
How does it work?

1. Go to this link: http://weblink.donorperfect.com/donatemarrakechinc
2. Set up your secure donation one time, and it will automatically deduct from your credit card or checking account according to your preferences
3. Recurring gifts must be a minimum of $10 each
4. You will receive an annual tax receipt summarizing your gifts
5. You can stop or adjust your gift at any time by simply contacting us
6. As always, you can designate your gift to the fund that means the most to you as well as give in memory or in honor of someone

As a thank you for participating in our Founders’ Society Recurring Gift Program by setting up a monthly recurring gift, we would like to invite you to our  
Annual Gala Fundraiser and/or our Annual Founders’ Award Dinner, on us! Below are the tickets to our events that will be made available based on the level in 
which you are able to give.

Level Monthly Gift Thank You Gift

Founder $250.00 or more per month Two (2) Gala Tickets and Two (2) Founders’ Tickets
Platinum $100.00-$249.00 per month Two (2) Gala Tickets and One (1) Founders’ Ticket
Gold $50.00-$99.00 per month One (1) Gala Ticket and One (1) Founders’ Ticket
Silver $25.00-$49.00per month Two (2) Founders’ Tickets
Bronze $10.00-$24.00 per month One (1) Founders’ Ticket

If you have questions about our recurring gift program, please contact Jay Korman at 203 389-2970, extension 1030 or jkorman@marrakechinc.org

November 28, 2017 
 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
As 2017 comes to an end, I can honestly say that this has been one of the most challenging budget years 
for nonprofits in Connecticut that we have experienced in a long time. It took several months just to get 
a state budget passed and in the meantime, we had to manage programmatic cuts and be proactive 
about impending ones as well.  
 
We put a call out to our supporters, asking you to contact your legislators to pass a budget that was 
friendly to organizations like Marrakech, who serve some of the most vulnerable people in the state. 
And, wow, you really responded! Your voices were heard and your efforts helped to get a state budget 
passed that, while not perfect, did avoid a major catastrophe for many of the people we support. We 
cannot thank you enough.  
 
However, what this past year really reinforced for us more than ever is that we cannot rely on our state 
funding alone if we want to work toward continuous quality improvement. We cannot provide 
experiences to increase the quality of life of the people we serve, adequately pay our staff, and continue 
to build our capacity in order to serve more people in our communities if we do not increase our private 
support. That is why we need you.  
 
Your support for Marrakech is second nature. Now, showing your support can be just as automatic. 
Setting up a recurring gift is convenient, customizable, and environmentally friendly. Most important, 
recurring gifts ensure a steady source of support for Marrakech’s mission. Become a member of 
Marrakech’s Founders’ Society by visiting this link on the insert attached to set up your recurring gift of 
any amount. 
 
You can also use the envelope enclosed to make your gift today. When doing so, please consider adding 
a few dollars extra to contribute toward our Board-Designated Endowment Fund, which is managed by 
the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven and was formed to secure the fiscal sustainability of 
the organization in the future and to decrease the reliance on State-issued contracts and funding. 
 
Again, I cannot thank you enough for your support over the years. Marrakech could not do what we do 
with you.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Heather I. LaTorra 
President & CEO 

A Letter from our President & CEO
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DETAILS COMING SOON
Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History
New Haven, CT presented by:

For more information contact Eric Ginnish at (203)999-0698 or eginnish@marrakechinc.org

SAVE THE DATE
THE 28th ANNUAL

FOUNDERS’ AWARD  
CEREMONY

THURSDAY, MAY 10, 2018
6:00PM
FANTASIA
NORTH HAVEN, CT



8 Fall/Winter 2017

e x p r e s s i o n s

If you would like to be removed 
from our mailing list please e-mail: 
unsubscribe@marrakechinc.org with 
your name and full address in the 
body of the e-mail.  You  may also 
call 203-389-2970, ext. 1030.
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Woodbridge, CT 06525 
Phone: 203-389-2970  
Fax: 203-389-0658 
www.marrakechinc.org
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