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Marrakech Holds 16th Annual Gala-Hollywood Style 

Marrakech, Inc. held its 16th annual Gala & Auction on Saturday, November 12, 2016 at 

the Toyota Oakdale Theatre in Wallingford. Over 250 guests attended. The event was 

chaired by Jennifer DelMonico, Esq. of Murtha Cullina and Bruce DeMonico of Yale  

University’s School of Management. Guests bid on hundreds of items in a silent auction, 

and enjoyed music during the cocktail hour provided by Musical Intervention. A brief  

program and live auction followed along with dinner and dancing to the music of Third 

Shift.  Murtha Cullina, Attorneys At Law and L.H. Brenner, Inc./Thompson Peck  

Insurance were title sponsors for the event.  Frank Sesno, Director of Media and Public 

Affairs for George Washington University, was the MC for the evening and Jamie Gardner, 

The Branford Group, was the auctioneer. Proceeds from the evening will directly impact 

the people supported by the programs and services of Marrakech.  Thank you to all of our sponsors, attendees, support-

ers and volunteers!  The evening was a huge success!  

Frank Sesno, Master of Ceremonies 

Marrakech CEO, Heather LaTorra with Jennifer and 

Bruce Delmonico, Honorary Chairs 

Jamie Gardner,  Auctioneer 



Meet Marrakech’s Newest Board Members 

Ihssane Khatib co-founded and is the President 

of Connecticut Young Professionals and  

currently works at Northwestern Mutual as a 

Financial  Advisor. He will be joining the board 

in January 2017. 

Attorney Greta E. Solomon is a member of the 

law firm of Cohen and Wolf, P.C. and works in 

the area of trust and estates and probate,  

especially with the elderly and families with 

children with special needs. Greta also has 

more than 35 years working with non-profit 

organizations, including membership on  

numerous boards of directors and actively  

serving in leadership positions. She will be 

joining the board in January 2017. 

Annual Thanksgiving Feast 
Each year, Patrick Shaw, Director of Vocational Services for Marrakech, organizes a feast on Thanksgiving for those individuals 

who do not have anywhere to go for the holiday.  Many volunteers show up year after year to donate food, cook and serve  

dinner.  This feast started out many years ago as dinner for 7 or 8 people and has grown so much that more than 100 people now 

enjoy Thanksgiving dinner together every year.  

Patrick Shaw (front right) with some 

of his volunteers 

Just a small sample of the  

appetizers 

A few volunteers hard at work 

in the kitchen 

Pouchon provided 

live entertainment 
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Deborah Stanley-McAulay (Debbie) is  

currently employed at Yale University as a 

Chief Diversity Officer.  Debbie serves as a 

board member of State Education  

Resource Center (SERC) and is a member 

of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. She 

joined the board in September 2016. 

Stephen Lane (Steve) currently works as 

a Construction Practice Leader at USI 

Connecticut Sevices, LLC and has many 

years of volunteering in his community 

including coaching. Steve has the   

personal experience of being a parent to a 

child with a disability. He joined the 

board in September 2016. 



Developing a new tag line that really encompasses what we do and who we are was no easy task!  We wanted our 
tagline that spoke directly to the people we support as well as our employees. Here’s how we got there: 
 
Embrace: accept or support willingly and enthusiastically; to take or receive gladly or eagerly 
 
Potential: having or showing the capacity to become or develop into something in the future; that which is  
possible 
 
We know that you have the potential to live better. We believe not only in who you 
are, but also in who we know you will become. We act to move you towards your 
greatest potential in life-both as an individual and as a member of our community. 
 
We believe this for the people we support as well as for our employees.  
We accomplish many goals for our community, every day. 
 
We stand for one goal above all else: embracing human potential. 
 

Heather LaTorra Honored at the 2016  
Business Leadership Awards Luncheon 

Marrakech Announces a New Tagline to Celebrate 45 
Years of Service 

On September 29, 2016, the Greater 

New Haven Chamber of Commerce 

held their annual Business Leader-

ship Awards Luncheon. The Annual 

Business Leadership Awards recog-

nize “those  members, either individ-

ually or as an entity, that have gone 

above and beyond the ordinary to en-

hance the region as an ideal place to 

live, work, and play”.  This year, 

Heather LaTorra, CEO of Marrakech, 

was given the Alumnus of the Leader-

ship Center Award. Congratulations, 

Heather!   

Above:  Heather LaTorra and Marrakech 

board chair, Steven Shwartz. Left: Heather 

(center) with Larry Bingaman, Chamber board 

chairman and Chamber president Anthony  

Rescigno. 
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East Street Arts was named as one of only five Creative Communicator from the Arts 
Council of  Greater New Haven at their 2016 Arts Awards ceremony, which they have 
hosted for over 30 years. The general public is invited to nominate individuals and  
organizations who have made a significant impact on the Greater New Haven arts  
community by engaging the arts in new and creative ways that also meaningfully engage 
people, communities, cultures and populations. The recipients were selected by a jury and 
received the award on December 2nd at a festive luncheon at the New Haven Lawn Club. 
It was a wonderful celebration of the amazing talent and dedication that enrich our region.  
 

East Street Arts Named Creative  
Communicator by the Arts Council of 

Greater New Haven 
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Did You See East Street Arts at the Big E ?

East Street Arts had a booth in the  

Connecticut Building at the Big E this 

year.  An average of 60,000 people were 

at the Big E on the two days we were 

there! It was a great opportunity to show 

off the talent of our 

East Street Artisans! 

Eric Ginnish, Creative Director and 

Rhonda  Voos, Master Caner at East 

Street Arts 

Letter to the Editor 
To whom it may concern: I’d like you to take a moment to join me in recognizing a  unique 
group of employees at Marrakech, Inc.  Namely, that small and devoted group of people in the 
School/Transition Program.  The original members of this group began in March 2015.    
Although the names and faces for that elite group would change in the Fall of 2015, this new 
group has continued to carry on with that tradition of  excellence.   

These groups have effectively been at the heart of creating a safe,  rewarding, and enjoyable 
experience day in and day out.  They arrive to work each day with the knowledge that they will 
be challenged in their abilities to think on their feet to maintain an atmosphere of trust, respect, 
support and dependability and that often they will be pushed to their emotional and physical 
limits. This closely knit and highly skilled group of people collectively demonstrate  
tremendous personal levels of commitment to an individual whom they see facing his own  
extraordinary personal challenges of which they admire his renewed perseverance every day. 

I would like to personally extend my sincerest gratitude to each and every one of these  people 
because without them my work would not be  possible.  Also, Marrakech, Inc. is    well-known 

for pioneering unique and creative opportunities for people in need. On behalf of everyone in the School/Transition program, we 
would like to thank Lisa Mierek and  Jennifer Falzone, the two visionaries who have and continue to make all of this  possible.  They 
exemplify what is best in person-centered service.    ~Kathleen C Weisbruch, M.A. CCC/SLP 

Top row L to R:  Sable Williams,      

Rodney Hicks, Nakiesha Davis,      

Christopher Cofrancesco, Indraji    

Mahabumunuge.  Bottom row L to R: 

Tyrone Coleman, Vikaash Ramnath, 

and Dushane Miller 
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MARRAKECH HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR DRAWS HUNDREDS 

Marrakech’s Health and Wellness Committee hosted its 4th Annual Health and Wellness Fair 
on Thursday, October 6, 2016 at the JCC of Greater New Haven. Thank you to our Title sponsor,  
Hancock Pharmacy!  Other sponsors included United Healthcare, CBP, Dr. Jennifer Botwick, 
N.D., and Wells Fargo. 

There were 44 vendors at the Health Fair and attendees 
were able to get their flu shot, have their blood pressure, 

glucose and hearing screened, get a massage, learn to increase financial  
wellness, shop for fitness, nutrition, personal care and home products, talk with 
wellness professionals, and gather other health and wellness resources.  The fair 
was open to the community and attended by over 200 people. 

Good Times at the 7th Annual Pizza Party 

On Thursday, June 2nd, over 150 individuals and staff members enjoyed an outdoor gourmet pizza dinner   
prepared by Chef Felix Proto and the “Red Wagon Pizza” team, complete with salad and Italian ice.  This 
event has become an annual tradition thanks to a generous donation by longtime Marrakech supporters 
Louise & Irwin Epstein and Felix Proto of Nini’s in New Haven. For the last seven consecutive years, Nini’s 
has donated the pizza truck party to Marrakech’s Annual Gala and Auction in November, which is then  
purchased by Louise and Irwin Epstein, who donate it back to Marrakech for the very well-attended  
gathering in June.  The event was made even better this year by the volunteer support of employees from 
Medtronic in New Haven, who worked hard to serve pizza and Italian ice to the attendees. 

Heather LaTorra with Louise and Irwin   

Epstein 
Medtronic Employees Red Wagon Pizza Truck team                     

hard at work! 
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 Marrakech Attends Best Buddies Conference 
The International Best Buddies 
Conference was held on July 22nd 
in Indianapolis at the University of 
Indiana. As a host site coordinator 
for Marrakech, Corinne Jackson 
was able to attend the conference 
and was also able to take classes 
with the College Presidents of their 
Best Buddies chapters.  

 
While there, Corinne co-taught a class on the importance of  
communication with the Host Site Coordinator in order to best 
know their buddies, have well attended events, and learn about 
how to develop natural supports for their buddies after they 
graduate. Marrakech also sent a Buddy Ambassador who was 
able to attend classes on how to communicate his experience 
with Best Buddies and present a speech about it.  
 
The weekend was filled with exciting performances at the  
Opening and Closing Ceremonies. Anthony Shriver gave a 
speech about the impact of Best Buddies makes and how much 

they have grown over the last 27 
years.  
 
Lauren Potter, the actress from 
Glee, as well as Jamie Brewer, the 
actress with down syndrome from 
American Horror story, also spoke.   
 
A sneak peak of A&E's Born This Way was shown with a  
question and answer session facilitated by the show’s producer.  
There were 700 people in attendance and a lot of great energy 
that was kept up all weekend! 
 

Eagle Scouts Volunteer for Marrakech 

Daniel Zackin of Woodbridge Eagle Scout Project built six picnic tables that were designed for accessibility.  He fundraised to purchase the 
materials and had a group of fellow scouts build the benches demonstrating the leadership skills he has developed.  He created a budget 
for the project, researched and developed plans to build the picnic tables.  They are being used at four houses and two are located at 
Island Lane. He is a member of Troop 41. 
 
Jacob Botwick-Reis of New Haven, also a member of Troop 41, built three elevated garden beds designed for accessibility so that anyone 
who chooses to garden has the opportunity.  Jacob also had the materials donated and he enlisted other scouts to help build the garden 
beds, showing the leadership skills he has developed through scouting.   
 
Only 5% of all boys who join scouting obtain the highest rank of Eagle. In the US, only .65% of the population earn the Eagle Scout. We are 
excited that these two outstanding young men chose to support Marrakech on their journey to becoming Eagle Scouts.  The individuals 
we support will benefit for years to come due to Daniel’s and Jacob's support. 

J a cob  B otwi ck -Rei s  wi th the  

elevated garden bed he built 

Daniel Zackin with the picnic tables he built that 

are designed for  accessibility 
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Professional Development Day for the Management Team 

In September, the Management team of Marrakech 

participated in a full-day learning retreat.  The retreat 

was held at the Best Western in North Haven. The  

focus of the professional development day was on  

Accountability and Communication. We learned a lot 

but had fun doing it!  A huge thank you to David  

O’Brien from WorkChoice Solutions, LLC and Tracey 

Knofla from High Impact Training for providing the 

training. The event was partially supported by a grant 

from the Community Foundation for Greater New  

Haven. 

Marrakech Partners with UNITAS Club for Golf Tournament 

This year, UNITAS invited Marrakech to partner with them for their Annual Golf  

Tournament, which took place on July 18th at the Wallingford County Club.  Thank you to 

our Gold Sponsor, The Branford Group and our Bronze Sponsor, Citizens Bank!  And a huge 

Thank You to UNITAS for partnering with us and for donating a portion of the proceeds to 

Marrakech!  We  look forward to seeing you all at next year’s  

tournament on July 17, 2017!   

During the golf tournament, Marrakech also participated in the Travelers Championship  

Birdies for Charity. Any donations made to Marrakech through Birdies for Charity program 

were increased by 15%!  Thank you to all of you who donated to Marrakech!   

Above: 
David O’Brian,  

WorkChoice Solutions, LLC 

Above: 
Tracy Knofla,  

High Impact Training 
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Marrakech holds 26th Annual Founders Dinner 

On May 12, 2016, Marrakech held its 26th annual Founders Awards Dinner. We are so proud of all the 5, 10, 15, 20, 25 

and 30 year staff honored at the dinner that night.  In addition to those staff, the following people were honored for 

showing  commitment, dedication, and a “can-do” attitude that has directly impacted the people we support and/or led 

to positive change in the greater community.  

ACADEMY AWARD: Denise Canady ACCESSIBILITY AWARD: Sung-Ho Hwang FOUNDERS’ YOUTH 

AWARD: Patrick Ferrero  COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARD: Southern Connecticut State University, School of 

Social Work CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP AWARD: LH Brenner, Inc. / Thompson and Peck Insurance  SUZANNE 

N. JOVIN VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD: Jane Deyoe SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD: Lisa  

Mellilo, Gary Rappaport,  and Fantasia EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR:  Burlington Coat Factory in Orange 

L to R: Gerry Zarra, Denise  

Canady,  Heather LaTorra 

L to R: Heather LaTorra, Sung-Ho Hwang,  

Lakesha Oliver, Betsy Ratner 

L to R: Jill Cretella, Patrick Ferraro, 

Lossie Graham 

SCSU School of Social Work with Jill 

Cretella 

LH Brenner, Inc./Thompson and Peck 

Insurance 

L to R: Ellen Jovin, Heather LaTorra, Jane 

Deyoe, Jason Mirsky 

L to R: Heather LaTorra, Silvana Derosa from 

Fantasia, Jennifer Falzone, Jay Korman 

With Sincere Appreciation 

Marrakech has a Staff Recognition Committee. Each quarter, there is a 
breakfast or lunch held to honor all staff that either achieve perfect  
attendance or who have been recognized for going above and beyond their 
required job duties.  The staff nominations can be submitted to the  
recognition committee by funding sources, guardians, vendors and  
coworkers for performing extraordinary tasks with alacrity.   
 
The following staff were recently recognized: Jared Arter, Rebecca Batista, 
Anthony Burroughs, Tristan Casteel, Eric Corriveau, Jessica Craig, Johnese 
Eldridge, Bruce Ellis, Kasima Geter, Angelina Gonzalez, Garred Grate,     
Symphony Joseph, Jay Korman, Indraji Mahabumunuge, Philip McCorkle, 
Ashley McWilliams,  Blake Mehr, Shelona Mercer, PJ Murray, Alfreda Profit, 
Vikaash Ramnath, Edward Reardon, and Carin Zerarini. 

The Staff Recognition Committee hosted the second 

annual Staff Appreciation Bowling night!  It was a 

great time!   

L to R: Heather LaTorra, Gary 

Rappaport, Steve Shwartz 
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Individuals and staff had the opportunity to spend the weekend 

at Camp Harkness on September 10th and 11th. It was the  

biggest turnout yet! Campers enjoyed camp fires both nights, 

complete with S’mores! Some other activities included line  

dancing, a tour of the mansion on the property, making Dream 

Catchers and time at the beach. On the second night, campers 

even celebrated a few birthdays. A huge thank you to all the  

volunteers that made the weekend possible! This includes PJ 

Murray, Eric Corriveau, Vikaash Ramnath, Indraji  

Mahabumunuge, Corinne Jackson and Aishah Wright  Abdullah.   

Weekend at Camp Harkness 

WHAT WE DO! 
 

Marrakech provides supports to  

individuals with autism spectrum  

disorders, intellectual and other  

developmental disabilities, mental  

illness and addiction, acquired brain 

injuries, physical disabilities as well as 

youth in foster care, those experiencing  

homelessness and other economic  

disadvantages. These supports are  

offered through the following  

programs and services: 

 

 Academy for Human Service Training  

 Acquired Brain Injury Services 

 Behavioral Health Recovery Program 

 Community-Based Life Skills Program 

 Community Experience Program  

 Community Housing Assistance  
Program (CHAP) 

 Family Supports and Respite Services  

 Group Homes (ICF and CLA) 

 Independent Living Support Services 
(CSS and SLS) 

 Outreach and Engagement Case  
Management  

 Personal Care Assistance Services  

 School to Adult/Work Services 

 Supported Employment Program 

 SHP Vocational Services  

 Taking Initiative Center  

 Vocational Rehabilitation Program  

 WISE/Money Follows the Person 

 Work to Learn Centers  

 Work Services   

 Young Adult Services   
   
 
Social Enterprises 
 

 Association of Artisans to Cane 

 East Street Arts 

 The Village Cafe 

L to R: Vikaash Ramnath, Indraji Mahabumunuge, Eric Corriveau, PJ 

Murray 
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Marrakech Celebrates 80’s-Style at the Annual Ball 

The Marrakech Annual Ball was held on October 7, 2016 at Fantasia in North Haven. The theme was the 80’s and 

everyone who attended rocked the night away! A huge thank you to Fantasia for always providing an amazing 

space for this event. We would also like to thank Jack Coddington for providing the best music! Our Volunteer 

Photographers, Diane Millan and Jennifer Carter, took amazing pictures! And, as always, thank you to all the 

Marrakech staff that volunteered to make it such a special night!   

Theater Club Puts On Production of Sister Act II 

Marrakech's production of Sister Act II debuted on June 25th and 26th at Beecher School in New 

Haven. Special thanks to our amazing Director, Lisa Jardin, to Heather LaTorra, who coached 

several rehearsals in Lisa's absence, to all of the dedicated actors and to the fantastic staff who 

supported them at rehearsals and on the days of the show.  
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In Case You Missed It in the Mail...A Letter from the  

President & CEO 



If you would like to be removed from our 

mailing list please e-mail: 

unsubscribe@marrakechinc.org with 

your name and full address in the body of 

the e-mail.  You  may also call 203-389-

2970, ext. 1030. 

Published twice a year by Marrakech, Inc.  

Six Lunar Drive 

Woodbridge, CT 06525 

Phone: 203-389-2970  

Fax: 203-389-0658 

Nonprofit Org 
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Marrakech, Inc. 
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Moshe Siev, M.D., Director      
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Diane Young-Turner, Director 
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Stephen Lane, Director 
Deborah Stanley-McAuley, Director 
Greta E. Solomon, Director 
Ihssane Khatib, Director 

 
 
 

Get Social with Marrakech 

  
         facebook.com/MarrakechIncCT 

     

 twitter.com/MarrakechIncCT 

 

 

 youtube.com/MarrakechInc 

 

    

Our Mission is to provide residential,            

employment, support, referral, and advocacy 

services to individuals with disabilities and 

people with similar service needs to assist 

them in exercising their human rights as      

citizens and contributing members of society 
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THANK YOU! 

Thank you to all of our amazing donors who give generously to 
us every year!   Your investment in Marrakech is greatly          

appreciated.  

Check out our new Marrakech video!  Go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nB9bOgbLrOk  


